
	 Cluster	of	Excellence	„Religion	and	Politics“

>	 Negative	Attitudes	towards	Muslims,	Hindus,	Buddhists	and	Jews

Muslims	 Hindus	 Buddhists	 Jews

57,7
62,2

35,6 36,7 35,9 33,5

24,1

31,0

11,4
15,0

10,0

16,3 18,1

26,8

	 %

	 80

	 70

	 60

	 50

	 40

	 30

	 20

	 10

	 0

8,6

15,6

9,1
14,1

28,2 29,4

12,2

20,9

10,1

20,8

Western	Germany
	
Eastern	Germany	
	

Denmark

France

Netherlands
	
Portugal

Question:	What	is	your	personal	attitude	towards	members	of	the	following	religious	groups?		
(Answer:	“Rather	positive”	and	“very	negative”	in	percent)



	 Cluster	of	Excellence	„Religion	and	Politics“

>	 What	comes	to	your	Mind	when	you	think	of	Islam?

Discrimination	against	women		 Fanaticism	 Inclination	towards	violence	 Narrow-mindedness

	 %

	 80

	 70

	 60

	 50

	 40

	 30

	 20

	 10

	 0

72,6 70,5 69,2

40,9

73,7

54,3
60,5

67,1

56,1

21,0

66,6

39,4

53,1 53,1

69,2

27,5

57,8

42,9

82,0 81,1
86,0

68,2

80,2

59,7

Western	Germany
	
Eastern	Germany	
	

Denmark

France

Netherlands
	
Portugal



	 Cluster	of	Excellence	„Religion	and	Politics“

>	 What	comes	to	your	Mind	when	you	think	of	Islam?

Peaceableness	 Tolerance	 Respect	for	civil	rights	 Solidarity

	 %

	 80

	 70

	 60

	 50

	 40

	 30

	 20

	 10

	 0

8,2
5,1

25,9

13,6

32,6

19,8 21,9 22,8
17,6

24,2

6,7 5,6

30,5

14,7

26,3

17,1

Western	Germany
	
Eastern	Germany	
	

Denmark

France

Netherlands
	
Portugal

4,8 4,7
8,8 7,3

37,6
31,9

44,9

27,4



	 Cluster	of	Excellence	„Religion	and	Politics“

>	 Approval	of	Construction	of	Mosques	and	Minarets

Construction	of	mosques	 Construction	of	minarets

	 %

	 80

	 70

	 60

	 50

	 40

	 30

	 20

	 10

	 0

28,4

19,5

55,4

65,6 67,1

18,1

12,1

53,4

27,0

42,9

50,1

73,5

Western	Germany

Eastern	Germany	
	

Denmark

France

Netherlands
	
Portugal

Agreement	in	Percent



	 Cluster	of	Excellence	„Religion	and	Politics“

>	 Do	you	Personally	have	a	lot	of	Contact	with	Muslims?

Western	Germany	 Eastern	Germany	 Däenmark	 France	 Netherlands	 Portugal

	 %

	 100

	 90

	 80

	 70

	 60

	 50

	 40

	 30

	 20

	 10

	 0

yes,	a	lot
	
yes,	somewhat
	

no,	rather	not

no,	not	at	all

7,2

33,0

26,0

33,3

3,9

12,2

20,7

62,6

14,0

42,7

11,2

31,4

0,7

15,4

50,2

8,7

25,4

0,30,6 0,7

8,2

42,8

20,4

28,0

0,6

1,7

13,7

9,5

74,3

0,8

don´t	know/	no	answer



	 Cluster	of	Excellence	„Religion	and	Politics“

>	 I	feel	that	our	Country	is	Threatened	by	Foreign	Cultures/Nations

	 %

	 80

	 70

	 60

	 50

	 40

	 30

	 20

	 10

	 0

40,7

50,1

36,8 38,1

47,3

39,4

Western	Germany
	
Eastern	Germany	
	

Denmark

France

Netherlands
	
Portugal

Agreement	in	Percent



	 Cluster	of	Excellence	„Religion	and	Politics“

>	 The	Increasing	Variety	of	Religious	Groups	in	our	Society	is	a	Cause	of	Conflict		

	 and	a	Source	of	Cultural	Enrichment

Cause	of	conflict	 Source	of	cultural	enrichment

	 %

	 80

	 70

	 60

	 50

	 40

	 30

	 20

	 10

	 0

73,3 74,5 72,5

58,6

74,6

53,3

46,3

81,8
78,6

80,8 78,8

51,9

Western	Germany
	
Eastern	Germany	
	

Denmark

France

Netherlands
	
Portugal

Agreement	in	Percent



As	long	as	foreigners	abide	by	
our	laws,	it	does	not	matter	
which	religion	they	belong	to
	

Freedom	of	belief

	 Cluster	of	Excellence	„Religion	and	Politics“

>	 Respect	for	Foreign	Religions	and	Religious	Rights

We	must	respect	all	religions
	

	 %

	 100

	 90

	 80

	 70

	 60

	 50

	 40

	 30

	 20

	 10

	 0

91,7 89,8

97,7
94,9 97,1 93,0 93,9

87,1
92,1

87,3 90,1
83,6

80,8
75,0

91,8
95,5 93,5

99,2

Western	Germany
	
Eastern	Germany	
	

Denmark

France

Netherlands
	
Portugal

All	religious	groups	in	(country)	
should	have	equal	rights
	

48,5
53,4

72,0

85,8
81,6

89,2

Agreement	in	Percent



	 Cluster	of	Excellence	„Religion	and	Politics“

>	 Religious	Rights

	 %

	 80

	 70

	 60

	 50

	 40

	 30

	 20

	 10

	 0

31,4

25,1

56,6

9,6

58,7

41,6

Western	Germany
	
Eastern	Germany	
	

Denmark

France

Netherlands
	
Portugal

Do	you	approve	the	construction	
of	mosques	

Do	you	approve	the	construction	
of	minarets	

Girls	should	be	allowed	to	wear	a	
headscarf	in	school,	if	this	is	part	of	
their	religious	traditions

Agreemenr	in	Percent

28,4

19,5

55,4

65,6 67,1

18,1

12,1

53,4

27,0

42,9

50,1

73,5



	 Cluster	of	Excellence	„Religion	and	Politics“

>	 Religious	Rights

	 %

	 80

	 70

	 60

	 50

	 40

	 30

	 20

	 10

	 0

Western	Germany
	
Eastern	Germany	
	

Denmark

France

Netherlands
	
Portugal

Practicing	the	Islamic	faith		
in	(country)	must	be	severely	
restricted	

Agreement	in	Percent

42,0

54,6

34,6

52,0

36,4

19,4


